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This newsletter was conceived 
at Indianapolis on the evening of 
December 29th during a dinner 
meeting of the officers of the 
Seventeenth Century inglish Liter- 
ature Group of the ifodern Language 
Association, They decided that 
since J. L. Clifford's gohnsonian 
‘Hews Letter has proved to. be’ such 
a successful medium for communica- 
tion among eighteengn century re- 
searchers, its example misht prof- 
itably be. followed by seventeenth 
century scholars 

An editorial comnittee,of three 
members was anpointed, comprised 
of Jemes Osborn (Yale), Chair- 
man, i:ilton French (Rutgers), 
and James G. icianaway (Folger 
Library). News items may be sent 
to any of them. . Any intelligence 
of the learred will be welcorve, 
including inquiries after specific 
information, items about sdven- 
teenth century men, manners, and 
manuscripts, reperts of research 
tools in preparation, and perscnal 
news about seventeenth century 
scholars here and abroad. The fu- 
ture of this rewsletter deperds on 
the receipt of such news items 
more than on any otner factors. 
The subscription price is 91.CC 
and shouid be sent to J. «ilton 
French, RKutzers University, hew 
Brunswick , Sey who is in enarg 
cf mimeog graphing end dis tribution, 
The subseript icr will be 
for as long as the funds last, 
probsbly more than a yesr, depend- 
inz on the number of subscriptions 
receivec,. At least six nunbers 
will be issued in each yea iP) ac- 


cording to the amount of material 


contributed, 


— 
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TITLE CATALCGUB, 1641-1700 


A SBVENTEENTH CENT R EWS 


| 


J. wilton French (Rutgers) 
James G. iichanaway (Folger) 


Because of the many inquiries 
about the present status of Don- =‘ 
ald wing's 1641-1700 continuation 


of the Short Title Catalogue, ir, 


wing (Yale) has supplied the fol- 
lowing information, 

"The first volume. (A-England) 
is row in proof and Will go to 
press as soonas a final report 
of holdimgs is received from Har- 
vard Collese Library, The hold- 
inss of other libreries were re- 
ecrded some time ago, but Harvard 
has been delayed by the transfer- 
ring of rare books to their new 
building and other causes. Cop- 
ies of this first volume will 
probably ‘be available for dis- 
(194), in October of this year — 

1942 
"The slips for the other two 
volunes have already been trans- 
formed into typed copy and 
should be in shape to go to 
press as soon as’ the printer is 
ready. ‘The schedule of the Index 
Society, which is publishing tne 
books, calls for issuing Volume 
II in 1944 and Volume III in 

1946, 

"The help of scholars having 
knowledge of special fields has 
been of distinct value. For ex- 
ample, William K. Parker (Ohio 
State) is reading proof on the 
iilton section, «<oreover, Par- 
rer's own library of rare bcoks 
contains two items not found 
elsewhere in America. Communi- 
cations will be welcone from 
other persons or-libraries who 
own items believed to be unique. 
~. "Due to several fortunate cir- 
‘cumstances, the listing of Guaker 
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items will be 


ouax 


much more complete 
than would originally have béen 
possible, At a meeting of Quaker. 
librarians in Philadelphia last 
October the representatives of 
the larger institutions decided 
to collaborate ona joint check- 
ing of those pages of Smith's 


-Bibliography of Friends' Books 


which cover the A-E part of the 
alphabet. A copy of this volume, 
supplied by Dr. Cadbury, was sent 
around to :iaverford, Swarthmore, 
Earlham, Guilford, and west-town 
School and then forwarded to Yale 
with holdings marked. These are 
now incorporated in tne STC, and 

the volume has been returned-to 

Dr. Cadbury. At the sane tine, 
Dr. Cadbury sent a letter to the 
Friends' Library in London asking 


whether tney had an extra checked 


Christmas 
and the hcld- 


Before 
was received 


copy of Smith. 
this 


ings have now been included. The 
Friends' Library is the largest 
single collection known and in- 


sures inclusion of the great maj- 
ority of the -several thousand 
pieces listed in Smith, whose lo- 


cations have heretofore not been 
recorded," 
Any one wishing to order cop- 


ies of the Short Title Catalozue, 
1641-1700 ser volume) should 


write to the secretary of the In- 


dex Society, iarold Bentley, 
Columbia University, York 
City. Libraries and individuals 


interleaved 
in advance 


who want to obtain 
copies may orcer them 


of publication. 


Though the Union Catalogne of 
the Library of Consress is no 
longer in washington, the staff 
continues to attend to inquiries... 
Letters should, be addressed to 
the Library of Congress, washing- 
ton, D. C. 


Gerald E. Bentley (Chicago) has 


‘compiled a 


-2- 
mimeographed check- 
list, which’ he describes as 
"very rough, indeed," of seven- 
teenth century editions of plays 
in inglish in the libraries at 
the University of Chicago. "Bib- 
liographical significance," he 
says in the foreword, "it has 
none. .It was compiled to meet 
my constant need ... of some con- 
venient list of our holdings.... 
I have therefore, with great mis- 
givings, had'my cards typed off 
and mimeograpned in the present 
form, trusting that scholars and 
librarians may thereby escape a 
little of the catalorue search- 
ing and letter writing which 
Gaily raid our hoard of time." 

This ‘compilation is a useful 
supplement to the Checklist of 
Restoration Plays now being com- 
piled at tne Newberry Library by 
itiss Jane D, darding. “The 
plan," reports iiss Harding, "is 
to list all plays with their va- 
riant issues and editions which 
were first printed between the 
years 1660 and 1700." (For 
some reason, editions printed in 
1700 are omitted.) The work is 
primarily a checklist of New- 
berry collections, but copies 
are reported at the Library of 
Congress, Chapin, Yale, Harvard, 
Folser, and the New York Public. 
Inquiries have also been sent to 
other institutions, and their 
holdings will probably be incor- 
porated also. When copies of an 
issue canrot be traced in Ameri- 
ca, reference is given to hold- 
inzs of the Bodleian and British 
huseun, 


Inquiries continue to 
asking whether copies are still 
available of the  mimeographed 
Checklist of seventeenth Century 
Literary s.anuscripts in American 
Libraries, which was distributed 
at the Indianapolis 
few copies remain and will be 
sent to any one who writes to 
ask for one, Requests should be 


come 


meeting. 
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sent to James l1:, Osborn, Box 
1914, Yale Station, New taven, 
Connecticut. Ten gents in stamps 
should be inclvded to cover the 
ccst of mimeosraphing. 


Was the phrase "perfidious Al- 
bion" used frequently in the se- 
venteenth Century? lirs, Richard 
Aldrich (317 W.. 74th Street, New 
York) asks this question, as she 
found it used first by Sossuet in 
a sermon preached at Metz in 
1652. 


»ILTON NOTES 


By far the most 
thorough study 
tise of 
to be 


complete and 
of itilton's Trea- 

Christian Doctrine yet 
made is saurice ielley's 
This Great Arsument (Princeton, 
1941). It has chapters on the 
date of the Treatise, the manu- 
script and its revisions, and 
detailed comparisons between the 
chapters of the Treatise and the 


ideas in Paradise Lost. There 
ere elso facsimiles of the vari- 
ous handwritings in the manu- 


script. tit, Kelley's 
plants all studies 
tian Doctrine 


book sup- 
of the Chris- 
previously made 


and bids fair to remain the stand- 


ard work on this subject. 


> 


wilton's History of koscovia 
has recently been reprinted with 
an introduction in a volume enti- 


tled iiitcen's Litsrery 
manship (Princeton,. 1941). The 


author, Robert R. Cawley (Prince- 
has provided a pleasant in-, 
troduction of about forty pages 
dealing with the relationship be- 


tween iiilton's work and the 


ces from which he took his infor- 
mation. In general, he found 
that Milton eliminated repetition 
and verbiage, increased the viv- 
idness of the style, combined 

sxilfully from many sources, and 
made virtually no mistakes, even 


in proper names, 
abs 


Arthur C. Sprague (Bryn Mawr) 


is working ona history of stage 
aOe = 


business in performances: of 
Shakespearean plays during the 
Restoration veriod. , He is espec- 
jally interested in determining 
the antiquity of the custom of 
having one of the grave diggers 
in Hamlet remove numerous vests 
before spitting on his hands and 
digging up Yorick's skull. 


Among the first literary casu- 
alties of the war was the pro- 
jected edition of Dryden's com- 
plete works to be edited at the 
University of California under 
the direction of Edward N. Hooker. 
The board of trustees of the 
University had voted a very gen- 
erousS sum to finance the editing 
and publication, but the serious- 
ness of world conditions caused 
the administrative officers to 
cancel plans for the time being. 
Every seventeenth century scholar 


will hope that the undertaking 
can be resuned when the war is 
over, > 

_One volume, containing Dry- 


den's letters edited by Charles 
E. ward (Duke), was ready for the 
press. . When plans for the pro- 
posed edition were suspended, 
Ward turned his material over to 
the Duke University Press. § The 
volume has just recently been 
published, 


afte 


A number of literary documents 
owned by the 
brary have recently been on dis- 
play in an exhibit. titled "The 
British Tradition." The library 
has issued a guide to this exhib- 
it which is available on payment 
of twenty-five cents. In addi- 
tion to descriptions of the items 
it contains an introductory essay 


Pierpont Morgan. Li- 
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by Samuel C. Chev 
Some of the 


century interest 
ing 


(Bryn iiawr), 


Ben Jonson, 
graph 
wilson. 


Works, 1616, 


vohn kiilton, autograph signa- 
ture to a post-nuptial settlement 
upon his sister Anna, wife of Ed- 
wens Phillips, dated November 27, 
1¢23. The earliest known signa- 
ture of silton. 


Jacob Tonson, 
to his nephew, about 1732, refer- 
ring to wzilton and to the manu- 
script of Book I of Faradise 
Lost. 


John Bunyan, 


arrest, we 


warrant 
4, 1674/5, 


for his 


Sir. Isaac Newton, manuscript 
po ocket memorandum book ; probably 
written between 1655 and 1682. 


GROUP VI OFFICERS 


The officers of croun VI 
elected at the annual meeting at 
Indianapolis are the following: 
Charles Coffin (enyon), 
Chairman; Rudolf kirk (Rutgers), 
Secretary: Frederick Hard (Tu- 
lane), Francis R. Johnson (Stan- 
ford), and Florence Brinkley 
(Goucher), Advisory Committee; 
G. Lichanaway (Folger Li- 

rery), Louis B, wri¢ cht (Sunt ing-. 
ton Library), Edward Niles Wooker 


(California), © Robert C. Bald 
(Cornell), and alter O. Houghton 
(Amherst), Biblio ographical Com- 


mittee ; James iz. Osborn (Yale), 
Jo ephine W. Bennet (Zvanston, 
Tilinois) wark Secles (wiscon- 
sin), and Harris Fletcher (Illi- 
nois), uicrofilm Comittee. 


William R. Parker (Ohio State) 
is editing the Hilton aliu- 
sion-book (1675-1700) for the 
seventeenth century group, urges 
all members and friends of the 


items "of seventeenth 
are the follow- 


auto-. 
presentation copy to John 


autograph letter 


group to send him allusions 
which may not be on his present 
list. Copies of his tentative 
checklist will be sent on re- 


guest to any one interested. 


t is well known that Nar- 
cis <4 Luttrell (1657-1732) made 
a habit of buying books, pamph- 
lets, and broadsides on the day 
of publication, or soon Racstes 
and of recording the da and 


price on the titlepage. "th the 
case of an anonymous tract, he 
sometimes attempted to identify 
the author. The jottings have 

reauently been cited by schole- 
ars as evidence of the first ap- 
pearance and authorship. A 
chectlist of the annotations 
from these title pages has long 
beer in preparation by James Ii. 
Osborn (Yale) and now contains 
over eight hundred items... They 
are listed chronologically - and 
acco®panied by information from 


the Term Catalogues, Halkett and 
Laing, and other sources. 
tensive contributions to the 


chee’list have come from schol- 
ar-collecters including C. 
Wilkinson and dH. F. 5B. Brett- 


Smitn, and from booksellers in- 
cluding bBlaciwell, Do- 
bell, and Pickering and Chatto. 


before publishing the eas 
Lr. Osborn would like to lear 

of additional eLuttrell items ia 
private hands 
places, 


-0- 


The editors regret to report 
the untimely death of Ray ideff- 
ner (washington) of cerebral 

hemorrhage on February 25. In 


adaition to his work as profes- 
sor of English at the University 
of Kashington, he was managing 
editor of :1¢, editor of ELH, 
and one of tne. general editors 
of the Variorun Spenser, He: had 
long been an active member of. 


the Spenser pre and was a mem- 
ber of the maittee on the 


Spenser al 


or out of the way | 
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‘garefully planned unit 


‘full of unusual 


NEW TREASURE ROO 


The Harvard College Library's 
*new rare-book room was officially 
opened on February 28. known as 
the Houghton Library from the 


gift of Arthur A. Houghton (Li- 
brary of Congress), 
plete new wing to the 
pbuilding, communicating 
by passageweys, In lighting, 
construction, air-conditioning, 
and equipment for the examination 
of books and manuscripts it is 
orobably the most elaborately and 
for the 
storage and reading of rare books 
ever built. In addition to ex- 
tensive general holdings, it con- 
tains many unicue special collec- 
tions, especially noteworthy hbe- 
ing those on iieats, tierbert, wal- 
ton, Lilton, Lewis Carroll, Cam- 
uel Johnson, and Donne. 


Widener 
with it 


-0- 


R. Florence Brinkley (Gouch- 
er). is preparing a revised edit- 
ion of her English Poetry of the 
Seventeenth Century. 


RARE AND MANUSCRIPTS 


Rosenbach 


catalogue enti- 
tled 


English Poetry to 170 is 
or unique items. 
The following may be singled out 
as likely to interest the seven- 
teenth century scholar: 


> 
87A. Robert Barret, autograph 
English verse translation 
of Du Bartas's."Second week." 


69. William Basse, The Pastor- 
als ana Other Works, 1653, auto- 
graph is. i 

105. Edward Benlowes, Theo- 
phila, 1652, presentation copy 
to Thomas Durham. 


135. Samuel Butler, autograph 


‘pook, ca. 
Jonson, Strode, Donne, Carew, etc. 


grams, ca. 1650, autograph us. 


183. Anon., Collection of  let- 
ters, etc., ca. 1580-1610, inclue 
ding correspondence of Ben Jonson, 
Chapman, Drake, Bacon, and others 


_in a contemporary hand, 
it is a com + 


184, Commonplace 


book, ca. 
1601-5, 


containing works by and 


about the Earl of ESsex, in neat 
Elizabethan hand, 
185. Commonplace book, Elizabe- 


than hand; poetical works by 
Breton, Drayton, etc. 


186. Poetical commonplace book 
in a hand resembling Sir John Har- 
ington's: selections from Ral- 
eigsh, iiarlove, Sir John Davies, 
Rich, Jonson, Rowlands, Basse, and 
others, 

187. Robert Bishop, MS collec- 
tion of poems, 1630, containing 
selections from Donne, Jonson, 
Raleish, Carew, etc. 


186. Poetical 4S 
beck, ca. 1636, containing selec- 
tions from Thomas Randolph, Jon- 
son, Basse, Carew, etc. 


commonplace 


18°. Poetical MS commonplace 
book, ¢a.»1634; selections from 
Donne, Jonson, dHarington, Carew, 


Corbet, etc. 


190. Poeticad Piste) commonplace 


book, ca. 1634; selections from 
Herrick, Jonson, Strode, Carew, 
etc, 

191. Poctical us commonplece 
book, ca. 1635: selections from 
Randolph, Strode, Corbet, King, 
etc. 

192. Poetical LS commonplace 


1636; 


selections from 


MS commonplace book, containing 

181, Sir Aston Cokayne, Epi- etc. 
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book, ca. 1638; 


ments. 


194. Poetical iS commonplace 


selections from 
Carew, "Strode, Jonson, Donne, 


ete. 


195, Poetics 
book, ca. 1640-50; selections- 
from Carew, Donne, Kaleigh, etc. 


197. ius comsonplace 
1666; selections from 
Carew, Randolph, etc, 


book, 
Jonson, 


-212, Cowley, Verses 
Upon Several Occasions, 
with Cowley's autecsraph signa- 
ture, 


with 
relating. to 


213. Cowley, Works, 1674, 
inserted documents 
Cowley. 


241, D'Avenant, g 
ter to Lord Conway, Bes 24, 1640, 


242. D'Avenant, ert, 
1651, with autograph see ription 
to Cherles Cotton, 

243. D'Avenant, Gondibert 


1651, Cowley's copy, 
initials on titlepage. 


with his 


244, D'avenant, Gordibert, 
1651, with autograph corrections 
by D'Avenant. (Another copy, no. 


245.) 
277. Donne, - Poems, 1669, Izaak 
Walton's copy, with a few. cor- 


rections in his. hand. 


331. Felltham, Resolves, 1661, 
autograph presentation to. Lady 


Longueville, 


392. Sir Joann Harington, Or- 
lando Furioso, 1591, presenta- 
tion inscription to Sir Thomas 
Coningsby. 


473. Lovelace, Lucasta, 
‘presentation .copy 
rother to John karshan. 
497, wilten, 
recording 


financial docu- 
dealings with 


commonplace 


Paradise 


‘and corr 


1659, 


from author's. 


-adle books 


Thomas iwaundy, Jeremy Ham and 
others, 1658-1665, (Destrined by 
J. H. Hanford, June, 1923.) 


458, Milton, 


Cipline of Divorce, 1644, auto- 
presentation inscription 


from ilton to 


500, hilton, 
copyright 


Henry Jac!*son,. 


assignment of 
of Paradise Lost and 
Regained from Jacob 
fonson to his nephew in 1718, 


203. milton, Paradise Lost, 
1669, kilten's own with 
Signature and date 1668 on fly- 
leaf. 

507. iiilton's copy of Thucy- 


dides, 1554, with autograph sig- 
nature, 


534. Raleigh, The Lie, Ca. 
1605, ¢ 


contemporary hs, 


719. Eylivester, Parliament of 
Vertyies Koval, 1614-16, with in- 
sertea poem in eylvester's auto- 
graph, addressed to Sir. Edward 
Lewis, 


794. Thomas Weélkes, musical 
commonplace boo':, ca. 1605; 
songs by ieelkes, i.or Byrd, 
ete. 

825, Sir Francis Wortley, Char- 
acters and Slssies, 1646, 
autosrapnh presentation inscrip- 
tions to Lady Abigail Sherard 
ections throughout. 


PROTECTING VALUABLE BOOKS 


Reports from the Huntington 
Library indicate that at least a 
part 
Many rare books in the 
Folger Shakespeare’. Library and 
the: Library of Congress have also 
been moved to sarer locations. 
The Kew Public Library is 
preparing to transfer its valu- 


Doctrine and Dis- 


“with - 


of its collection has been © 
. stored. 


else. here if. necessary. 
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